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! Protocol Replacing the North American Free Trade Agreement with the Agreement Between the
United States of America, the United Mexican States, and Canada, art. 9.19(2), Nov. 30, 2018
[hereinafter USMCA], https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements/united-states-mexico-
canada-agreement/agreement-between (““...(2) A Party (requesting Party) may initiate technical
consultations with another Party (responding Party) to discuss any matter arising under this Chapter
that may adversely affect its trade by delivering a written request to the Contact Point of the responding
Party. The request shall identify the reason for the request, including a description of the requesting
Party’s concerns about the matter....””); USTR Announces USMCA Technical Consultations with Mexico
on Agricultural Biotechnology, OFF. OF THE U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE [USTR] (Mar. 6, 2023),
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2023/march/ustr-announces-usmca-
technical-consultations-mexico-agricultural-biotechnology.
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2 USTR, supra note 1.

% 1d.

4 USMCA, ch. 9.

5 1d. arts. 9.19(3), 9.19(5) (“...(3) The requesting and responding Parties shall meet within 30 days of
the responding Party’s receipt of the request...(5) [R]ecognizing that Parties may decide to engage in
consultations pursuant to this Article for any length of time, the requesting Party may cease technical
consultations under this Article and have recourse to dispute settlement under Chapter 31 (Dispute
Settlement) following the meeting referred to in paragraph 3 or if the meeting is not held within 30
days as specified in paragraph 3....”).

6 USTR, supra note 1.

7 1d.

8 Margaret Spiegelman, Invoking USMCA, U.S. Demands Science-Based Answers on Mexico’s Corn
Policy, INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No.7, Feb. 17, 2023.

® USTR, supra note 1.

10 Dan Dupont, Vilsack ‘Disappointed’ in Mexican Corn Decree; Industry Decries ‘Doubling Down’,
INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No.7, Feb. 14, 2023.
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11 USTR, supra note 1.

12 Letter from Katherine Tai, Ambassador, USTR, to Raquel Buenrostro, Sec’y, Secretariatx of Econ.
(Mar. 6, 2023), available at https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/2023-
03/US%20Tech%20Consult%20Request%20March%202023.pdf (“Since August 2021, Mexico has
rejected certain authorization applications covering corn, canola, cotton, and soybean events. In the
context of Mexico’s regime governing GE products, this means it is illegal to import and sell in Mexico
products that include the rejected events.”).

13 Smith Statement on USTR Announcement on Biotech Corn, ADRIAN SMITH (Mar. 6, 2023),
https://adriansmith.house.gov/media/press-releases/smith-statement-ustr-announcement-biotech-corn.
14 d.

15 Margaret Spiegelman, Mexican Economy Ministry: SPS Talks Offer Forum to Vindicate Biotech
Policy, INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No.10, Mar. 6, 2023.

16 1d.

17 Ministry of Economy and USTR Discuss the Corn Decree, GOBIERNO DE MEXICO (Feb. 27, 2023),
https://www.gob.mx/se/prensa/secretaria-de-economia-y-ustr-dialogan-sobre-el-decreto-de-maiz.
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18 USTR, supra note 1.

19 Spiegelman, supra note 15.

20 Eric Martin, Canada Requests Mexico Talks on GMO Ban After US Corn Move, BLOOMBERG (Mar.
9, 2023), https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-08/canada-requests-mexico-talks-on-
gmo-ban-following-us-corn-move.

2 |d.

22 Margaret Spiegelman, Sources: Canada Requests Talks with Mexico on Biotech Trade Concerns,
INSIDE U.S. TRADE, Vol. 41, No.10, Mar. 6, 2023 (“[C]anadian industry in recent years has been facing
challenges “in terms of regulatory predictability” in Mexico, related to several crops.”).

2 E.g., Panel Report, European Communities — Measures Affecting the Approval and Marketing of
Biotech Products, WTO Doc. WT/DS291/R, WT/DS292/R, WT/DS293/R (adopted Sept. 29, 2006);
WTO Members Raise Record Number of Trade Concerns on Food Safety, Animal and Plant Health,
WTO (July 15-16, 2015), https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news15_e/sps_15jull5_e.htm (“Several
members raised concerns about the European Union’s proposed amendment of its approval procedure
for genetically modified food and feed, also known as biotech products....”).
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