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Abstract

In October 2022, Singapore and Australia officially signed the “Singapore-Australia
Green Economy Agreement (SAGEA)” with the aim of promoting diverse objectives
between the two countries in regimes such as trade, investment, low-carbon energy

transition, and climate change adaptation.

According to SAGEA, the two countries actively expand cooperation in seven
priority areas: trade and investment, standards and conformance, green and transition
finance, carbon markets, clean energy, decarbonization, and technology, skills and
capacities for green growth, and engagements and partnerships. The implementation of

SAGEA begins with the development of the lists for environmental goods and services.

Given the high international media attention on this green economy agreement and
its subsequent outcomes, this paper intends to assess its content and focus on exploring
the features of SAGEA, its execution dynamics, the political economy considerations
behind its establishment, the interplay between the Green Economy Agreement and other
international climate and energy norms, and the potential inspiration SAGEA might offer

for Taiwan’s green economy and zero-carbon transition policies.

In terms of analytical framework, a research report titled “International Green
Economy Collaborations: Helping the Energy Transition Go Global?”” was published by
the Zero Carbon Energy for the Asia-Pacific Initiative at the Australian National
University (ANU) in February 2023. This report gathered information from over 70
countries, comprising a total of 108 green economy collaboration agreements, to
investigate the relationship between green economy collaborations and global energy
transition. In the process of analysis, this paper will utilize the focal points indicated by
the ANU report to evaluate the content and characteristics of SAGEA.

The paper finds that SAGEA is a product of the international trend towards
decarbonization and achieving net-zero emissions, firmly grounded in the existing
bilateral cooperation, historical ties, and geopolitical factors between Singapore and
Australia. The content of SAGEA surpasses traditional models of international green
economy cooperation (IGEC), pursuing a deeper integration at the systemic level (such
as carbon taxes, carbon markets, and green financing arrangements). Additionally,
SAGEA encompasses strategic collaborations in innovative fields like Green Shipping

Cooperation, sustainable aviation, cross-border electricity trade, among others.

SAGEA embodies a macro and forward-looking perspective; however, as its signing
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has occurred less than a year ago, certain mechanisms are still in development. It is

recommended to closely monitor its implementation progress to assess the actual

realization of SAGEA in the near future.

Keywords: Green Economy Agreement, Singapore, Australia, environmental goods,

International Green Economy Cooperation
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- ek ﬁ—nﬁi Wik d g ’*Hé’eéiﬁ ( Green Economy Agreement, GEA) Zo %‘3:}7‘5}@]
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* E R B RS SAGEA 237

R ek 2 % 3% (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) # 7+ > SAGEA &_
- »EF RE F’L—m%L§ GEA > o hleprdeds & JREES A F 4 ‘Jb»pt s B R
E R T?% FE S EPRTENT S RL s HREY BR i ARBH e
EA L L e B B AR S S

Fréepl § % &2 1 ¥3% (Ministry of Trade and Industry ) £2 %74 3L A 38 B &2 7k
B 3% (Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment, MSE ) = %% > SAGEA #_-
FAREEHETE ~GEASEFTIof BR8E 5 2 p 2 B R - ZRROP
SLEE RN FU S S LRSS E &S S RS E R
B RRERP LM A FY ) FERFLIOERF SERB . A

F_k

' Singapore-Australia Green Economy Agreement, Austl.-Sing., Oct. 18, 2022 [hereinafter SAGEA],
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/singapore/singapore-australia-green-economy-agreement/singapore-
australia-green-economy-agreement-text.

2 Singapore Australia Green Economy Agreement, GREEN ECON. AGREEMENT (Oct. 18, 2022),
https://www.gea.gov.sg/sagea/.

3 Lim Min Zhang, Singapore, Australia Sign Trailblazing Green Economy Agreement with 17 Joint
Initiatives, THE STRAITS TIMES (Oct. 18, 2022), https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-
australia-sign-trailblazing-green-economy-agreement-with-17-joint-initiatives.

4 WTO & UNEP, TRADE AND CLIMATE CHANGE (2009); see also TRACEY EPPS & ANDREW GREEN,
RECONCILING TRADE AND CLIMATE: HOW THE WTO CAN HELP ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE (1st ed.
2010).

S 17 # MY SAGEA it 4 £ jise }}% fL Dipinder S. Randhawa, Commentary, The Singapore-
Australia Green Economy Agreement: A T emplate for Cooperation in the Green Economy?, No. 071-9
S. RAJARATNAM SCHOOL OF INT’L STUDIES (2023).

¢ THE OXFORD HANDBOOK OF JURISPRUDENCE AND PHILOSOPHY OF LAW (Jules Coleman & Scott Shapiro
et eds., Ist ed. 2004).

7 Singapore-Australia Green Economy Agreement, AUSTL. GOV’T DEP’T OF FOREIGN AFFS. AND TRADE,
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/singapore/singapore-australia-green-economy-agreement (last visited Aug.
24,2023).

8 Id

9 Singapore and Australia Sign Green Economy Agreement, MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUS. (Oct. 18,
2022), https://www.mti.gov.sg/-/media/MTI/Newsroom/Press-Releases/2022/10/MTI-MSE-Press-release-
and-Factsheet-on-the-SAGEA. .pdf.

10 1d.
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Y5 AP B4R 3= 0 SAGEA #-% 5 4eiE B AR h s TR B e A &
% i =¥ ff SAGEA HAEAL PR PHA 2021 90 0 bk 60 b
AT E A G TE 4N F M GEA enfRi e phiRm b 2 T b e s
SAGEA & F - j\’r«ve;i;ff‘.*? 2021 & 10 * 11 p d g ’;{’; IE TP A Ff'if!?
Bo-25F1ESPERF B3 13w &2 325 42022 &% 7 EFTics —
AR E A #E R €3k (Singapore-Australia Annual Leaders’ Meeting) » > ﬁfﬁcistfa&lff_
FHAfORNAEE AR PR A d (Anthony Albanese) P ’:ﬁt;‘ﬁ?’*‘-"'ﬁ
ﬂf;rshf*:}vfsmmSAGEA BEZRN S R EERRHY N EEED N6

H=x oo p— Tiéiif?i BATAH BRI 2 BRI 2o M A A
b oo HEF SAGEA & 3 ATiE B & (FATR > B4 SRR L R AT E R
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S LT Spineni P8
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N Id

12 SAGEA, paras. 9(a)-9(g).

Singapore Forges Green Economy Agreement with Australia, SING. BUS. REV., https://sbr.com.sg/
economy/news/singapore-forges-green-economy-agreement-australia (last visited Aug. 24, 2023).

Y Id

Singapore-Australia Green Economy Agreement, supra note 7.

Singapore and Australia Sign Green Economy Agreement, supra note 9.

Joint Declaration by the Prime Ministers of Australia and Singapore on a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, AUSTL. GOV’T DEP’T OF FOREIGN AFFS AND TRADE, https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/singapore/
Pages/joint-declaration-on-a-csp (last visited Aug. 24, 2023); Lim, supra note 3.

MFA Press Statement: Singapore-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Package, MINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFS. SING. (May 6, 2016), https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-
and-Photos/2016/05/MFA-Press-Statement-SingaporeAustralia-Comprehensive-Strategic-Partnership-
Package-6-May-2016.
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19 SAGEA, Annex A.

20 Singapore-Australia Green Economy Agreement: Propelling Our Sustainable Future, AUSTL. GOV’T
DEP’T OF FOREIGN AFFS. AND TRADE, https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/singapore/singapore-australia-green-
economy-agreement/singapore-australia-green-economy-agreement-propelling-our-sustainable-future
(last visited Aug. 24, 2023).

2l United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, May 9, 1992, S. Treaty Doc No. 102-38,
1771 U.N.T.S. 107 [UNFCCC]; Paris Agreement to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, Dec. 12, 2015, T.I.A.S. No. 160-1104.
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22 Singapore-Australia Green Economy Agreement Implementation Update: June 2023, AUSTL. GOV’T
DEP’T OF FOREIGN AFFS. AND TRADE, https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/singapore-australia-
green-economy-agreement-implementation-update-june-2023.pdf (last visited Aug. 24, 2023).

3 SAGEA.
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25 SAGEA, para. 6.
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26 Michael Lawson et al., Green Is the New Back! Australia and Singapore Trailblaze with ‘First-of-Its-
Kind’ Green Economy Agreement, KING & WOOD MALLESONS (Oct. 20, 2022), https://www.kwm.com/
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7 Id

2 SAGEA, para. 9(a).

2 Id
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31 SAGEA, para. 9(a).

32 Id. para. 9(b)

3 Id. Annex B 1.5.
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3 Id.
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4 Id. Annex B5.1.
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Gov’T DEP’T OF FOREIGN AFFS. AND TRADE, https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/singapore/singapore-australia-
green-economy-agreement/singapore-australia-green-economy-agreement-progress-implementation-june-
2023 (last visited Aug. 24, 2023).
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